Music development plan summary: The Windmill
School

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24.
Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from
academic year 2024-25.

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out
how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-
curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the
national plan for music education:

e timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year
for key stages 1 to 3

e access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice

e a school choir or vocal ensemble

e a school ensemble, band or group

e space for rehearsals and individual practice

e atermly school performance

e opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year
and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership
with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the
school with music provision.

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along
with this text box.

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025
Date this summary was published November 2024
Date this summary will be reviewed November 2025
Name of the school music lead Paul Wardrop-Day
Name of school leadership team member with As above
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Barnet Special Education Trust
Name of other music education organisation(s) English Folk Dance and Song
(if partnership in place) Society

Barnet Education Arts Trust



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At The Windmill School the music curriculum is delivered by our music specialist
teacher and tutors from the Barnet Education Arts Trust BEAT and the English Folk
Society.

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all pupils across
music lessons but also as part of an enrichment program that offers bespoke
extracurricular 1:1 music lessons with 6" form A level pupils from a local secondary
mainstream school.

Our Music curriculum - link here.

We follow the guidance for the curriculum for SEND for maintained schools and for
academies and free schools. The Windmill School an all-age autism specific free school.
All lessons are 45- 50 minutes long. The school’s curriculum model allocates 1 period to
KS2 and KS3 throughout the academic year as timetabled lessons, however there are
music ‘passion projects’ that take place throughout the week. In the 1:1 sessions our
learners who are gifted in music and who may choose the option of taking an external
examination could engage in bespoke, personalised music sessions.

In Key Stage 4 pupils who choose music as an option subject for further study could
have music timetabled up to 4 times a week, that includes music composition.

We take a creative and active musical approach with our semi-formal learners using
elements of ‘call and response’ connecting singing and playing, composing and
improvising, listening and appraising. In Years 1-6, lessons are a minimum of 45
minutes and are taught by class teachers there are daily music opportunities accessed
as part of a purposeful learning environment, through singing, learning rhyme, dance,
and musical instruments. Many of our pupils find music therapeutic and use it as a
strategy for self-regulation to support them to recover from stressors. Therefore, music
is readily available at unstructured times such as breaktime and as part of our Friday
dance club.




Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Extra-curricular music’ or ‘Music tuition, choirs and ensembles as part of an ‘Access for
All' program.

The Windmill School has an established partnership with the Barnet Arts Education
Trust for music enrichment programs. We participate in the BEAT Access for All
programme is a fully integrated programme that promotes students with different levels
of SEN ability to make music together in a band setting. The programme is led and
delivered by an SEN music specialist with over 18 years' experience.

The Access for All program enables us to assemble a band the school that will bring
forward students who are musically inclined from different classes and levels of ability
who will be happy to take part in a band setting.

During the sessions the students will experience playing on different instruments, both
traditional and technology based.

At the end of the programme (usually half a term) the band will perform a short concert
which could be in an assembly setting or a recording.

The exact structure of the programme along with duration and number of weekly
sessions will be discussed with our Music lead teacher through an initial conversation
with the program co-ordinator from BEAT.

Part C: Musical Performances

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Our pupils participated in the Barnet Music Festival, they composed and performed
‘sea shanties’ with the English Folk Society. They recorded the performance in the
school which was then played as part of the whole Barnet Music Festival as our pupils
are shy and experience performance related anxiety when asked to perform in front of
live audiences. All our pupils are autistic, and most have been failing to thrive in
mainstream schools. Our school has only been open a year and some who participate
have only been in the school 6 months so for them to work as an ensemble and
perform was huge and they got a standing ovation from all other schools despite them
not managing to be there in person.

One of our HLTA'’s has a link with the Orchestras for All as a violinist with a personal
connection to the National Orchestras for All, we are planning an application for one of




our very talented musicians to have a place on a music leadership residency. We have
a close collaboration with the Chickenshed Theatre, for 2 consecutive years now the
whole school have attended a live performance / musical that features our pupils

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In the academic year 2025/ 2026 we plan to introduce a choir and expand our link with
QE Boys Secondary School to offer our pupils social inclusion on their site to join the
jazz workshops for those pupils who have developed their performance and skills
enough to feel confident to join a mainstream session.

We will continue to further cement the link with the English Folk Dance and Song
Society.

We have timetabled slots with them for tutors to come to work on several aspects of
folk dance and music production for the whole school between March and May 2025.

Further information (optional)

Musicians for Windmill are provided by the Barnet Education Arts Trust BEAT.

https://beatrust.org.uk/
We provide music enrichment from the English Folk Dance and Song Society EFDSS.

https://www.efdss.orqg/



https://beatrust.org.uk/
https://www.efdss.org/

